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Botanical art has seen a resurgence during the past 
two decades. In fact, last year three major botanical 
Exhibits, one at the Hunt Institute for Botanical 
Documentation, one at the New York Botanical 
Garden and one at the Horticultural Society of New 
York opened within a week of each other dubbing
that week Botanical Art Week in New York. 
Botanical art has been evident since man’s very 
fi rst days and has progressed and become more and 
more refi ned through the ages. Botanical artists 
are driven in a very specifi c way. There is a special 
love of subject that accompanies the endeavor. 

Dolores R. Santoliquido is a freelance illustrator, 
an adjunct professor of illustration and drawing 
at Manhattanville College, Purchase, NY and an 
instructor in the Botanical Illustration Certifi cate 
Program at the New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, 
NY. She has a thirty-four year career in commercial 
art and her work has been exhibited extensively, 
including group shows at the Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, D.C. and the Hunt Institute 
for Botanical Documentation, Pittsburgh, PA. She 
has illustrated over one hundred books including 
several in the National Audubon Society Field 
Guide Series and produced numerous illustrations 
for Fine Gardening Magazine.

A Brief History of Botanical Art, A Personal Journey and What Drives a
Botanical Artist

with Dolores R. Santoliquido
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