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Abstract - We conducted surveys of small-mammal populations conducted in plots
with and without Odocoileus virginianus (White-tailed Deer) exclosure fences in 3
state parks. Our results revealed that the presence of deer is negatively correlated
with small-mammal abundances. Clethrionomys rutilus (Northern Red-backed Vole),
Blarina brevicauda (Northern Short-tailed Shrew), and Sylvilagus floridanus (Eastern
Cottontail) were all found in higher numbers in the exclosure fenced plots compared
to the unfenced control plots. We propose that the significant (P < 0.01)
relationships observed are due to the effect of deer browsing resulting in reduced
cover in which small mammals can take refuge.
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name can be used to refer to the species. Please format abstract text as a single
paragraph that begins with the word “Abstract” followed by space-dash-space. Do
not include any citation references in the abstract. For the sake of clarity, please use
first person, active tense except in instances where its use would make a sentence
more wordy, awkward, or unnecessarily complex.]



